"These programs must retain their fundamental, long-term nature
and... there must remain sufficient flexibility to program officers, who
have the best technical understanding of their fields, to explore new
opportunities as well as general disciplinary research issues they judge
to be important to the DOD, without special management approval."
Dr. Richard D. DeLauer, before the Subcommittee on R&D of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of U.S. House of Representatives, 22 April
1983.

While agreeing strongly with these sentiments, we see little imple-
mentation of this approach in the DOD scientific program offices. The
ever-increasing constraints imposed by the special initiatives have de-
creased the flexibility of program managers. Unless the funding for ba-
sic, core programs is protected, one may anticipate further declines in
the breadth and flexibility of this support, and a decrease in the overall
quality and the long-range impact of supported research.

For example, an arbitrary minimum of $1 million for special initia-
tives seldom makes sense in mathematics. Mathematics is small science,
with many individuals working for the most part alone. Such an arbi-
trary minimum may sometimes create a situation where an important
special initiative must either be foregone, or that more money must be
spent on it than necessary, at the cost of other important basic research.

We, therefore, recommend that the scientific program officers in
the mathematical sciences be given renewed control and flexibility in
managing their programs. We also recommend that increases in funding
flow through into the core programs and that there be a reduced effect
of initiatives. We are confident that the scientific programs officers will
generate programs that will produce the mathematics needed for both
the short-range and the long-range needs of the DOD.

B. Funding

In the OSTP Briefing we indicated evidence of the general deterio-
ration of the support structure of mathematical research in the United
States, and gave recommendations for stopping this deterioration and
renewing the foundations of this very successful research enterprise, the
strongest in the world. We have recommended, in general, that support
be increased in the mathematical sciences in these four areas: postdoc-
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